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SENA.TE.

53D CONGRESS,}
2d Session.

REPORT
{ No. 631.

IN THE SENA.TE OF THE UNITED STA.TES.

AUGUST

3, 1894:.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. PA.Seo, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 6384:.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6384)
for the relief of Walter S. McLeod, have carefully examined the same
and submit, the following report thereon:
In the Indian appropriation bill, approved May 15, 1886 (24 U.S. Stat.
L., pp. 39 and 40), the sum of $10,000 was appropriated for the Med wakanton band of Sioux of Minnesota. The late Walter S. McLeod, who has
since died, was the Government disbursing agent for these Indians,
through whom this money was expended for their benefit according to
the terms and intent of the appropriation.
A part of the amount, $1,556.66, was expended after June 30, 1887,
the close of the fiscal year.; but it was done under the direction of the
Secretary of the Interior and under the impression that such action
was regular and in accordance with law.
It was, however, subsequently held by the Second Comptroller of the
·Treasury, upon the final auditing of McLeod's accounts, that the apvropriation came under the class of annual appropriations, and that at
the end of the fiscal year the balance not then expended or contracted
for was required to be carried to the surplus fund. The sums expended
after June 30, 1887, were thereupon disallowed and McLeod's accounts
could not be closed. He has since died and they still remain unsettled.
The purpose of the present act is to authorize the adjustment of his
accounts and to allow a credit for the amounts actually expended in
purchasing goods for the Indians, provided they receive the benefit of
them as was intended when the appropriation was made, notwithstanding the irregularity as to time. Under all the circumstances of the
case, it seems just that this should be done and the committee recommend that the act do pass.
A correction is necessary in the title of the bill, so as to show that
it is for the relief of the estate of Walter S. McLeod, and it is recommended that it be amended accordingly.
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